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Grass seed research and development 
has come a long way in recent years, 
with new strains and blends proven to 
dramatically improve grass performance 
and productivity. in fact, all the evidence 
suggests that there is huge potential across 
the UK to boost the quality and quantity 
of grass grown on farms. Yet while few 
farmers would rely on genetics from the 
1950s for livestock breeding, when it 
comes to grassland, many prefer to stick 
with long-established varieties – perhaps 
because it is more comfortable to carry on 
with what’s familiar. 

However, it’s always worth reviewing your 
grass seed mixture to make sure it is still 
working as hard as it could be for you.

A world of choice

As part of a global plant sciences network, 
we offer hundreds of different grass seed 
options tailored to the widest possible 
range of ecosystems and microclimates – 
all of which offer superior performance. 
With so much choice, it’s vitally important 
to be clear about your criteria and what 
you want to achieve. This will make it easier 
to browse the latest seed catalogues. We’ve 
put together some simple hints and tips to 
help you narrow down your decisions. 

Clarify your criteria

First and foremost, the ideal grass seed 
mixture must be fit for purpose. Do you want 
a good all-rounder or a highly specialist 

breed or blend to suit a particular habitat 
or microclimate? Simplify the selection 
process by asking how long you want 
the sward to last? What are the growing 
challenges in your area? Are there disease 
pressures from, for example, drechslera or 
crown rust? Will the grass sward need to 
resist poaching or weed incursion? Would 
adding clover into the mix be beneficial?

Armed with this information you can apply 
some general rules of thumb. if the grass 
will be used for silage, pick a mixture with 
a tight heading date to help optimise yield 
output. if high quality grazing grass is the 
aim, consider your livestock’s nutritional 
needs carefully. Choose a mixture that 
meets your turnout schedule and will grow 
consistently from spring to autumn. 

Make the ideal match

Finding the ideal grass seed mixture can 
seem daunting but it doesn’t have to be. Pick 
from local recommended lists so you know 
that yield, persistency and palatability have 
been rigorously tested. And if you’re still 
unsure, ask your local seed merchant. They 
should know what performs well in your 
area and can best meet your requirements.

in addition, if you take a look at our seed 
listings online, our handy Feature Finder tool 
can help you to match the most appropriate 
products to your specific requirements. 

Welcome to our spring newsletter.

Since the start of 2015 we’ve heard plenty of good reasons to keep 
investing in grass, including concerns about dairy prices, falling 
fuel costs and, as ever, unpredictable weather.

Grazed grass remains the cheapest feed on most farms. Our work 
with farmers throughout 2014 highlighted a growing recognition 
that this important resource needs to be managed just like any other 
crop. For example, the continued pressure on milk prices makes the 
case for reseeding livestock grassland more compelling than ever. 
New swards out-perform older grasses and, with the right seed 
mix, are easy to manage and can help improve profitability.

if you arelooking to get to grips with your grassland this year, 
especially if you rear sheep or keep horses, our expert Mhairi 
Dawson has some top tips and sound practical advice on pages 
8 to 9. 

And while we can’t control the weather or market conditions, we’re 
constantly exploring how to add value to your ventures and help 
you withstand the twists and turns of the economic climate. 

We’re especially excited about the launch of Grass into Gold, a 
pioneering programme where we’ll work closely with a group 
of farmers to demonstrate the benefits of proactive grassland 
management. Read more on page 4. You can also follow the 
progress of the Grass into Gold team and keep in-touch with all our 
latest news by signing up for Barmails at: www.barenbrug.co.uk

And, for a really quick and easy way to discover more, take a 
look at our YouTube channel www.youtube.com/BarenbrugUK for 
inspiration and advice from the world of grass management. 

Whatever your hopes for the year ahead, we wish you every 
success with all your plans.

James

James ingles
Head of Agriculture

“Grassland 
remains the 
cheapest feed on 
most farms.”

Have you got your new catalogue?

if you haven’t yet got your hands on the 
2015 BarForage catalogue, why not 
request your copy via our website. 

Three local editions (England & Wales, 
Scotland and Northern ireland) are 
available and you’ll find full listings and 
detailed product information on the UK’s 
most extensive selection of forage grass 
mixes for livestock grazing and cutting, 
including organic, hay or haylage 
varieties plus a wide range of other 
agricultural seeds.

Get more from your grassland 

Meet the team

Why not pop along and say hello at one of the events we’ll be 
attending this spring / summer?

28 April 2015
Forage Field - Milking Grass for Profit - Gloucestershire

As a sponsor of the event, join us to learn more about getting the 
most from grass.

Find out more: 
www.rabdf.co.uk/training-and-events/forthcoming-events/
milking-grass-profit-gloucestershire

7 May 2015
Grassland UK (South West Grassland event)

Join us on our stand to find out more about turning grass into 
gold.

Find out more:
www.bathandwest.com/grassland-uk/194/ 

3 June 2015
NSA North Sheep 2015

Join us on our stand at this sheep event to learn how to get your 
pasture performing for sheep.

Find out more:
www.northsheep.org.uk

12-15 July
British Grassland Society Summer Meeting, Cornwall

We’re pleased to again be sponsoring the BGS Summer meeting.

Find out more:
www.britishgrassland.com

Coming soon....Cropvale Blog
Cropvale Farm in Worcestershire is one of three trial stations that we operate in the UK. From the site – a working farm – we test new 
varieties and mixtures for central and southern Britain, where a lack of summer rainfall and fungal diseases can affect the yield and 
quality of grass. Cropvale is also a disease trials site for the national and recommended lists, helping to speed new varieties to market. 

Later this year we’ll be launching the Cropvale blog, giving you a behind the scenes look at our work.
So far, more than 2,500 grass plots have been sown at Cropvale – meaning there is always something to talk about.

Varieties and species currently growing on site include early, intermediate and late heading varieties of perennial ryegrasses, hybrid 
and italian ryegrasses, cocksfoot, Timothy, tall fescue, vetches and red and white clovers.  Watch this space for further details…

RESEARCH EXCELLENCE

How our research adds up

 - 8000 species of grass worldwide, 
of which we develop just a few of 
the best 

 - 15-17 years typically taken to   
develop a new cultivar

 - 10 worldwide breeding stations  
for grasses and forage legumes 

 - 50+ years developing cultivars   
across different climate zones
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Here at Barenbrug we’re always looking 
at innovative ways to support farmers and 
ensure that they are getting the best possible 
value from their investment in grass. So we 
are delighted to be launching a major new 
initiative this spring.

March will see the start of the inaugural 
Barenbrug Grass into Gold programme, 
which is being supported by Dow 
Agrosciences. Working in partnership with 
farmers from across the UK, our pioneering 
research project will explore, in depth, 
how proactive grassland management can 
significantly improve profitability.

Representatives from a nuumber of farms 
have been selected to take part in Grass 
into Gold. They will be getting involved in 
an intense, hands-on schedule of activities 
designed to develop wider awareness 
of best practices in farm grassland 
management. 

Throughout the year, the farmers will work 
closely with our grass cultivation research 
experts to discover how to use and manage 
their pasture more efficiently in ways 
proven to enable a significant uplift in the 
profitability of their farm business.  

Our team will deliver tailored guidance, 
information and practical support to the 
individual farmers via one-to-one liaison, 
dedicated workshops and farm visits. 

The farmers will be able to share ideas, 
experiences and information about pasture 

production with their peers in the study. 
Throughout the year they will closely assess 
the pasture cover on their farm and keep 
grazing data to evaluate the growth of 
grass in specific areas.

Grass into Gold will start this spring with a 
two-day meeting at Barenbrug’s Cropvale 
site in Worcestershire. There, participants 
will witness first-hand some of the world’s 
most advanced grass cultivation trials in 
action. in addition, they will visit a local 
farm and have the chance to get tailored 
advice and support from a team of 
agroscience specialists.

Other educational events during the 
programme will include visits to Barenbrug’s 
trial site at Loughgall, Northern ireland plus 
AgriScot and the Belfast Winter Fair.

in addition to dedicated support and 
advice, each farmer will receive up to 
£5,000 of goods including grass seed and 
a range of soil improvement products. 

James ingles, Head of Agriculture at 
Barenbrug UK, said: “Good grassland 
management is essential to maximise 
enterprise profitability. We’re launching 
Grass into Gold to help farmers across the 
UK get the most out of every blade of grass. 

Our grass varieties are the result of hundreds 
of years of research and development, and 
we’ve got a wealth of information and 
practical advice to share. Recognising that 
different farmers face different challenges 

– depending on where they are located – 
we’ve picked participants from across the 
UK to work alongside. 

We look forward to getting to know these 
individuals, understanding more about 
their grassland management issues, and to 
having a positive impact on their respective 
businesses.” 

When the price of milk fell below that of 
bottled water earlier this year, the news hit 
the national headlines. With dairy prices 
in decline and intense pressure on milk 
margins, how can good grass management 
help dairy farmers stay afloat?

Animal feed, the single largest component 
of dairy farm outgoings, costs 50% more 
than in 2007. So there is a compelling 
commercial incentive to grow as much top 
quality forage on your farm as possible, 
by improving grassland and buying in less 
feed. That’s why Barenbrug is continually 
striving to develop grass seed mixtures that 
optimise grass production and provide 
dairy herds with the healthiest, most cost-
effective food source available.

Cream of the crop 

BarForage Dairy Grazer has been 
designed specifically to maximise the 
grazing period throughout the UK. Suitable 
for dairy farmers nationwide, it has been 
developed from three perennial ryegrass 
varieties – 35% DUNLUCE, 35% TYRELLA 
and 30% DRUMBO. 

When measured according to the 2014 
Teagasc system of ranking, which equates 
grass varieties with their value in the 
Moorepark Dairy Systems Model of milk 
production, Dairy Grazer came out with a 
pasture profit index of £280 per hectare. 

The mixture ensures maximum production 
at times of the year when grass is most 

valuable, forming a dense, easily 
managed sward. TYRELLA has the best 
spring growth of any late heading diploid, 
while DUNLUCE is the top yielding variety, 
maintaining both quantity and quality right 
through to late autumn. 

it also delivers superior persistency, to 
ensure long-term quality grass grazing for 
dairy cows. 

Facts about forage

By combining a switch to a specialist 
grass seed with more effective pasture 
management, you can dramatically 

improve the quality of your grazing, help 
control costs and boost productivity. 

For instance, to grow top quality forage 
efficiently your leys must be maintained in 
good condition and free of weed grasses 
that don’t respond to expensive fertiliser. 

Young, high-quality pasture offers numerous 
advantages over a typical six-year old field 
where the sward is 50% ryegrass and 50% 
weed grasses: 

 - Sown grasses are much more digestible 
than weed grasses with higher protein 
content 

 - Animals eat more of the varieties 
with a high digestibility and absorb 
a greater proportion of the feed eaten 
(1% improved digestibility can increase 
animal output by 5%) 

 - Perennial ryegrass is 100% efficient 
at taking up nitrogen-based fertiliser 
whereas a weed like annual meadow 
grass responds to only 17% of the same 
fertiliser 

 - A newly sown ryegrass sward can 
produce over 17.25 tonnes of dry matter 
per hectare, compared to weed grasses 
that produce only 5.5 tonnes.

Milking the benefits

To ensure that your grazing is optimised 
to maximise your milk yields, have a chat 
with your seed merchant or find at more at: 
www.barenbrug.co.uk/enterprise 

What whey next for dairy farming?

Get set to turn
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With the arrival of another lambing season, 
Mhairi Dawson explains how keeping your 
pastures in peak condition can significantly 
enhance healthy growth of your new flock.

For most sheep farmers, profitability is 
driven by farm gate price, production costs 
and animal performance. it is not easy to 
affect farm gate prices so savvy farmers can 
boost profits by improving their grassland 
and buying in less feed while boosting meat 
yields. 

To produce top quality forage you need to 
keep your leys in good condition and free 
from weed grasses. As reported in our last 
newsletter, there are always sound reasons 
to invest in your grass and manage it like 
any other crop. The table opposite shows 
that failure to reseed fields regularly can 
have dramatic results:
 - Over a seven-year period, the yield 
of a hybrid / perennial ley that is not 
reseeded will drop from 13 tonnes of 
DM/ha to just seven

 - With grass dry matter valued at £100 
per tonne this can equate to a production 
loss of £600 per hectare.

Boost stock performance and health 

Lambs reared on well-managed grass 
should gain 220-250g per day without 
high levels of supplements until weaned. At 
25kg, a lamb’s rumen has fully developed 
and by 12-14 weeks old they can obtain 
nearly all their nutrition from grass. 

Grazing quality is particularly important in 
summer when grasses seed and pastures 
can burn off. For robust weight gain, lambs 
need a diet with a metabolic effect (ME) 
higher than eleven. This means green leafy 
pasture, with low levels of dead matter or 
stem and high levels of clover. Feeds with 
an ME under nine – including hay, poor 
silage and pasture – won’t support growth. 
One alternative is sowing brassicas, like 
stubble turnips for mid-summer use. 

Improve utilisation of home-grown feed 

From May, aim to optimise grazing heights 
at 4-6cm rising to 6-7cm in June. For 
weaned lambs, let sward heights rise to 
8cm, where they can gain well over 1kg 
a week. With frequent moves and good 
height control, you can utilise 80% of grass 
by paddock grazing. But where control is 
limited or there is a lack of management 
during very wet or very dry weather, 
utilisation can dip as low as 50%. 

Sow the seeds of growth

New generations of grass seed precision 
bred and blended to suit sheep and lambs 
in specific microclimates and environments 
offer exciting possibilities. Fintona, for 
example, can add up to 300kg of meat 
yield, equivalent to seven more lambs 
reared per hectare and a deadweight 
improvement of over £1,400 – proof that 
reseeding with specialist strains can really 
boost your return on investment. 

Grazing land that is grade 3 or above 
can benefit from a switch to a specialist 
highland mix. A typical blend could include 
cocksfoot, strong creeping red fescue and 
higher timothy content. 

This delivers a larger plant population 
giving a dense sward – which would carry 
more stock. Higher timothy content provides 
a more fibrous diet, while adding clover 
assists with finishing/flushing and adds 
extra protein for palatability, so improving 
intakes. Finally, cutting this type of mixture 
produces a good conserved fodder for 
winter feed. 

 
 

Flocking to pastures new 

Some numbers to consider.
The cost of old grass - Hybrid/perennial ley /ha

Age of field 
(since reseeded)

Lost Mj Yield

( t/DM /ha)

Lost yield 

(based on £100 
t/DM /ha)

1 - 13 -

2 6 12.5 £50

3 18 11.5 £150

4 30 10.5 £250

5 42 9 £400

6 54 8 £500

7 72 7 £600

FIVE TOP TIPS FOR SUCCESS

 - Regularly test and address any soil 
surface compaction 

 - Keep grassland between 4-10cm 
to maximise intake 

 - Add white clover to improve 
protein levels and boost intakes  

 - Timothy, cocksfoot and tall fescue 
are ideal for sheep grazing  

 - Avoid red clover six weeks pre-
tupping and until six weeks after 
tupping

The old adage to make hay while the 
sun shines makes even more sense when 
applied to silage. it has a higher nutritional 
value than hay, is moister, and animals tend 
to find it more palatable. if you choose the 
right seed and manage your crop correctly, 
silage can provide the bulk of your livestock 
diet through the winter months – helping to 
keep your costs down.  

Growing silage as a crop has many 
benefits, but monitoring soil fertility is 
crucial for high yields and good quality. 
Short-term mixtures maximise yields but 
need to be well managed. italian ryegrass, 
for example, will produce 20% more 
forage than a perennial ryegrass in the first 
18 months but needs cutting every four to 
eight weeks.

Hybrid ryegrasses strike more of a balance, 
lasting around four to five years and 
yielding 10% more than perennial leys. 
Hybrids grow at temperatures as low as 
5oC and are not as extreme as italians, but 
still require frequent cutting. Generally, high 
silage yields require high fertility so fertiliser 
or slurry applications can be well utilised. 
Alternatively, you can companion with red 
or white clover, which has the additional 
benefit of increasing protein levels.

As grass matures, yields rise but quality 
drops so mixtures with a light heading date 
pattern allow much easier management, 
optimum yields per cut and more consistent 
quality. Target dry matters for pit silage are 
around 30% while baled silage needs to be 

drier at around 40%. A good silage should 
be around 70D value, 11ME and 14% CP, 
however, this will depend on intended use. 
Quality also depends on the grass used, 
presence (or not) of clover and, of course, 
the weather. 

Our range of silage seed crop mixtures 
includes:

 - HiGH D    
Pure italian ryegrass mixture that yields 
up to 17DM/ha in its first year under 
high input management, responds 
100% to nitrogen and has tremendous 
regrowth. 

 - PROTEiN    
 A three to four year low-input 
crop that benefits from red clover fixing 
up to 200kgN/ha/annum, in return for 
high-yield, high-protein silage. 

 - EARLY CUT AND GRAzE   
Top quality hybrid ryegrass-based ley 
that provides excellent forage cuts by 
using the most persistent hybrid varieties 
for a full five years’ production.

 - COMBi (ADAPT in Scotland)    
A perennial rye grass ley ideal for longer-
term production, and with no clover, use 
of farmyard manure or fertilisers can be 
maximised. 

Other good choices, particularly for mixed 
livestock, upland units and less fertile areas, 
include PERMANENT and BARMix, which 
include more ENSiGN white clover. 

For more advice on how to optimise your 
silage production go to: 
www.barenbrug.co.uk/enterprise 
or contact your local merchant.

Supersize your silage supply
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3. Deal with weeds

it’s essential to know your weeds – 
especially ragwort, which is biennial, and 
poisonous to horses and damages the 
liver when eaten. With its daisy-like yellow 
flowers, ragwort is easy to spot, flowering 
from May to October. Weeds like ragwort, 
thistles, nettles and docks should be dug out 
or sprayed.

4. Prepare the ground
To remove all dead material, and shallow 
rooted grass and weeds in the sward base, 
you need to harrow or rake vigorously with 
a spring tine or chain harrows. 

Opening up the sward lets in air and 
light, allowing clean, fresh growth from 
the plant base. it also levels any molehills 
and highlights vulnerable parts of the field. 
After harrowing, overseed the paddock 
with a specialist equine paddock mixture 
designed to produce a hard-wearing but 
not overly lush grass.

5. Sow for success
Traditional agricultural grass mixtures 
are designed to support meat and milk 
production and are rich in protein and 
sugars. 

However, horses need grass that is high 
in fibre and low in sugars. Also, the bite 
of a horse is very different from that of a 
cow: horses use their lips to eat while cows 
use their tongue, which is why horses can 
graze a pasture much shorter. This can lead 
to slow, problematic regrowth, giving rise 
to unwanted annual meadow grass, weeds 
and short-lived pasture. 

By choosing a specialist equestrian seed 
mix and seeding at the correct sowing 
rate, you can easily create a dense pasture 
suitable for your horses or ponies. With a 
higher proportion of low fructan grasses, 
a good equestrian mix will provide quality 
grazing while reducing the risk of laminitis. 

The inclusion of hard-wearing species will 
ensure that your paddock can withstand the 
pressures of equestrian use and perform 
well with low fertiliser inputs. Look for a 
mix designed to create healthy sustainable 
grazing with the correct seasonal growth 
pattern. There are also mixtures that 
provide grazing for horses and ponies with 
intermittent rests from grazing to provide a 
hay crop. These perform well with low inputs 
of nitrogen, but can also accommodate 
well-timed applications before closing off 
to provide good hay yields. 

When to renovate?
The best time to reseed is when the ground 
is moist and warm. The soil temperature 
needs to be over 8°C, so typically between 
April and September. This allows the seeds 
to germinate and grow without competing 

against weeds. Rolling the ground after 
sowing helps seed-soil contact to promote 
germination. Reseeding like this allows the 
plant to develop a good root structure that 
is ready to spread and grow the following 
spring, so quickly increasing grass cover. 

if you get the soil right you stand a good 
chance of growing a healthy crop of grass. 
All grass will benefit from feeding with 
fertilisers, although take care not to apply 
fertiliser at the time of sowing because the 
new plants have no roots and are unable to 
take up nutrients. 

Day-to-day care
Once your paddock is in tip-top condition, 
keeping it that way needs to be built into 
your daily routine. You can do this by 
carrying out some simple checks, like 
keeping ditches clear to improve drainage. 

Take care also to regularly look out for:
 - Emerging bare spots of grass and young 
weeds 

 - Surface water sitting for too long after it 
rains

 - Burst drains or leaky water pipes or 
troughs.

Ultimately, ongoing paddock management 
will pay dividends, for you and your horses. 

For more advice, see our video ‘How to 
get the best out of your paddocks’ on the 
Barenbrug YouTube channel. 

Wet winters, heavy grazing and poisonous 
weeds all put extra pressure on paddocks. 
But, as horse-breeder and grass seed expert 
Mhairi Dawson says, with a few simple 
steps you can make a huge difference 
to keep your horses in fine fettle all year 
round. 

Horses have very different nutritional needs 
to cattle and sheep, which is why managing 
their paddocks is totally unlike managing 
grassland for other livestock. Equine 
paddocks tend to be small and are often 
intensively grazed. Most owners want to 
use them all year round to provide grazing 
and nutrition plus space for horses to rest, 
play and exercise. They may also want to 
close off areas to produce hay and haylage 
for winter feed – a valuable commodity that 
has seen steep price rises in recent years. 

As farmer Nick Keenleyside of North East 
Mason Farm notes: “Livery owners want 
all-year round grazing. it’s important to 
maintain the paddock in good condition 
to help feed the horses properly. Our farm 
is in an area where wet winters mean that 
horses hooves churn up the field, creating 
divots where weeds grow.” 

Without the right care, constant pounding 
by hooves can quickly turn paddocks 
into shabby, waterlogged areas that are 
susceptible to poaching and compaction. 
in extreme conditions this can make them 
unsuitable for riding or turnout. This can 
lead to yellowing grass and big bare 
patches. When the roots can’t penetrate 

the soil, they can’t absorb nutrients so fail 
to thrive. Poorly managed pastures can 
easily become a breeding ground for 
internal parasites and poisonous plants, 
while soil ingestion from molehills or large 
bare patches can cause colic. At this point, 
urgent action is needed.

Simple steps to restoration
Before you start to renovate your paddock, 
you need to identify the problems. if you 
have between 30-50% undesirable species, 
the best action is to remove unwanted 
plants and replace with the correct ones by 
overseeding. A field with more than 50% 
weed grasses is usually beyond repair so 
it makes sense to plough the ground and 
start again.

1: Walk the paddock
Check for bare ground plus areas where 
grass has been eaten away and weeds 
have taken over. This is especially common 
in feeding areas and gateways. Look for 
high and low areas where bare patches 
might occur. Note where water collects as 
there may be compaction and look out for 
damage by rabbits, moles and other pests.

2: Check soil structure
it is useful to sample soil every four to five 
years if it is heavy or two to three years 
will if it is light. The most common problem 
with horse paddocks is a shortage of lime, 
rather than phosphorus or potassium. 
Calcium lime is very good as it is required 
in higher levels than magnesium by the soil. 
A basic soil test is inexpensive and will help 

you understand the nutrient levels in your 
soil. To check for compaction, dig a hole 
to examine the top few inches that are so 
important to the grass lifecycle. 

A sward slitter is ideal for improving 
aeration if this is identified as a problem. 
This will also help stimulate grass growth.

Under starter’s orders for perfect paddocks

This part’s easy

An easy way to check your 
soil structure.

Spring tine harrow

You’ll need one of these:

Watch the video
www.youtube.com/BarenbrugUK



www.barenbrug.co.uk Barenbrug BarForage News  11@BarenbrugUK

Over the last two months, we’ve been 
working with the Fermanagh Grassland 
Club in Northern ireland to judge its 
annual silage competition. Every year, 
farmers from across Fermanagh take part 
in the contest, comparing the quantity and 
quality of the silage they’ve produced 
during the previous twelve months.

David Linton, our Regional Manager for 
Northern ireland, helped to choose the 
winners of the 2014/15 competition 
following a series of farm visits. Winners 
were announced at Fermanagh Grassland 
Club’s annual dinner in mid February. 

Commenting David said: “Ahead of the 
prize giving, i got the chance to visit the 
finalists’ farms to see how well their crops 
of grass are managed and how their 
silage is utilised. 

The standard was high and the farmers 
in Fermanagh must be commended for 
making excellent silage in what was, 
at times, a difficult year. The weather in 
2014 played havoc with cutting dates and 
opportunities to wilt grass. 

Yet Fermanagh farmers seemed to make 
the most of the good weather available 
with some great results.” 

Barenbrug helps judge Fermanagh Grassland Club 
silage competition 

National BSPB 
appointment for 
Barenbrug expert
We’re delighted to announce that James 
ingles, Head of Agriculture at Barenbrug 
UK, has been appointed to the committee 
of the Recommended List of Herbage 
Varieties, as a representative of the British 
Society of Plant Breeders (BSPB). 

The Recommended List of Herbage 
Varieties for England & Wales is a system 
of independent comparative trials, which 

identifies the best grass and clover 
varieties for UK livestock farmers. 

The committee meets four times a year 
to discuss emerging seed varieties and 
decide which should be included in 
mixtures to achieve improved yields, 
profitability and competitiveness – so 
helping to benefit the entire UK livestock 
industry.

Barenbrug has been a BSPB member 
since the mid-1980s. James was 
nominated to join the committee by his 
peers, including associates from some 
of Europe’s top grass seed breeding 
companies.

Commenting James said, “i look forward 
to working with my colleagues on the 
committee to discuss the individual merits 
of specific varieties and whether they 
should be recommended for specific 
purposes. 

i’ve worked in the sector for more than 25 
years and welcome the chance to use my 
knowledge of the agricultural industry to 
ensure that the very best options are put 
forward to become grasses of the future.”

REGiONS AND LATEST NEWS
Barenbrug’s latest news from around the UK

in late February we welcomed participants in the 2015 National 
Sheep Association (NSA) Next Generation Ambassadors scheme 
to Cropvale.
 
The twelve young farmers taking part in the initiative travelled to 
Worcestershire to spend the day with the Barenbrug team, as well 
as grassland export Liz Genever from Eblex. On site they learnt 
about best practice grassland management, the different forage 
crops available to sheep farmers and the vigorous testing regime 
between grass mixes on the recommended list.
 
The session at Cropvale was the first of five events in a programme 
of personal and professional development that will run throughout 
the year. The NSA Ambassador scheme – now in its second year 
– is part of NSA Next Generation, a project designed to support 
the future of the sheep industry by inspiring and educating young 
people working in the sector.
 
Phil Stocker, NSA Chief Executive, says: “We are delighted to have 
another intake of NSA Next Generation Ambassadors this year, 
with 12 very enthusiastic and dedicated young people specially 
selected from around the UK to take part. Our Ambassador 
programme is made possible by funding from the NSA Regions and 
a close working relationship with a network of delivery partners, 
such as Barenbrug – we are very grateful to them all.”

Young sheep farmers visit Cropvale

Keeping close to our farming grass roots throughout the UK is one of 
our key priorities. When it comes to understanding the issues close 
to your heart, there is no substitute for getting out into communities 
to listen to your concerns and exchange ideas.

in February, Regional Manager for Scotland, Mhairi Dawson, 
was delighted to accept an invitation from the Orkney Agricultural 
Discussion Group to meet 40 local farmers and speak about 
grass cultivation in some of the UK’s most extreme conditions. 
The audience enjoyed an informative presentation packed full of 
hands-on advice based on the latest research, economic trends 
and current best practice. The talk included top tips for improving 
profitability, minimising production costs and optimising crop and 
livestock yields.

Following the presentation, there was plenty of opportunity for 
questions and conversation. Commenting, Mhairi said: “it was a 
good night in a relaxed atmosphere with lively discussions covering 
a wide range of topics, including rejuvenating grassland, red 

clover mixtures and oversowing white clover into existing leys. i 
had some great feedback.”

if you are part of a local group and would like a Barenbrug 
specialist to speak to you and your associates, we’d be happy to 
tailor a presentation to suit your needs. Just call on 01359 272000 
or email marketing@baruk.co.uk to find out more.

Keeping close to our roots
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As the cheapest source of food for ruminant 
animals, good quality grass is the basis for 
profitable livestock farming. But keeping 
your grass production costs sharp and 
competitive depends on maximising the 
productivity of your land. 

All farmers are used to monitoring the 
condition of their livestock, with many dairy 
farmers using the 1 to 5 index to gauge 
their dairy herd. Taking this model, we’ve 
developed a similar approach that will 
make it easier for farmers to proactively 
monitor grass sward quality. 

in March, we’ll be launching a new guide 
to help you sharpen your sward skills. 

The ‘Good Grass Guide’ is a pocket-sized 
note booklet, which will be available 
online and mailed to our customers. it 
will show you how you can monitor and 
manage your fields and pastures in order to 

maximise your profit from good grass. The 
booklet will feature a sliding scale so you 
can benchmark your grass with 5 being a 
highly productive sward and 1 being a field 
that needs ploughing out.

Make the numbers add up

The cost of producing a good crop of silage 
is £30 per tonne; hay is £75 per tonne; 
while even grazed grass costs £15 per 
tonne. Most of these costs are unavoidable: 
rent or equivalent, fertiliser, cost of 
machinery, fuel and other operational 
overheads. 

if it costs £30 per tonne to grow a good 
crop of silage, imagine how much more 
costly it is to grow a poor crop? The fixed 
costs per tonne remain the same but, 
with potentially less productive grasses, 
the overall yield is lower, pushing silage 
production costs up unnecessarily.

Keep your sward up to scratch

As the numbers show, it’s essential to 
maintain your sward in the best possible 
condition to consistently produce the best 
yields. Hopefully our short guide will help 
you achieve this. Look out for further details 
during the months ahead.

Sharpen your sward skills this spring
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