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DOES GRASS DELIVER 
THE CHEAPEST FEED 
FOR LIVESTOCK? 
OF COURSE IT DOES...

April saw Britain’s beef prices reach their lowest level in five 
years. With severe price competition at a retail level likely to 
keep a lid on red meat returns in the coming months, 

We’re ready to offer practical advice for producers who want to get more from grass to bolster their 
bottom line - but are unsure about investing in a full reseed because of continuing price pressures. 

Lower-level investments in grass can still pay dividends over several years, helping to increase dry 
matter yields, reduce reliance on expensive bought ins and even improve live weight gains.

The year ahead looks set to remain challenging for British beef producers. With less money available, 
many farmers are – understandably – reluctant to invest in a full programme of pasture renovation. 
Obviously new swards will always out perform older grasses but if that’s just not practical, other 
lower cost options do exist that could prove effective – at least short term.

For some farmers, overseeding might be the way forward. This route has the potential to improve 
productivity by between 30 to 40% for between three to four years, depending on field quality. 
Introducing clover could be another interim solution. Clover can fill in gaps to reduce weed ingress. 
It can also improve nitrogen levels – encouraging tillering which makes swards denser. Crucially, 
clover can also encourage higher voluntary intakes, improving live weight gains. 

Whether farmers want more grass for grazing or for creating silage for later in the year to reduce 
spend on bought in feeds – there are always incremental improvements that can be achieved and 
through our range of specialist seed varieties designed for use by beef farmers including dual-
purpose mixtures, we can offer excellent early season growth, enabling cattle to be turned out earlier 
– shortening the winter. Then, when grass growth produces a surplus, these mixtures can be cut to
provide top quality silage followed by either a second cut or season-long grazing. Blends are also
available which include perennial ryegrasses, Timothy and clover. These are designed to deliver
long lasting leys that constantly deliver excellent results for beef enterprises.

Telephone Kevin: 07881 804442
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MIXTURES FOR ENGLAND & WALES

Extended grazing, 
and cutting

Long-term, low input, 
high output

LONG 
SEASON

BARForage

BARMIX

BARForage

 - A top quality, dual purpose 
mixture, which can be grazed 
and cut

 - Its excellent early season growth 
allows cattle to be turned out 
earlier, shortening the winter, 
and then, when grass growth 
produces a surplus, it can be 
cut to provide top quality silage, 
followed by either a second cut, 
or season-long grazing. 

 - Designed for clover based, low 
input, beef and sheep systems on 
more marginal land

 - Cocksfoot and tall fescue give 
excellent spring growth for 
lambing, calving and where 
early turnout is possible 

 - Can be grazed season-long 
or shut off for one-two cuts of 
silage.

Long-term grazing with 
cutting option

PERMANENT

BARForage

 - This mixture, designed to 
produce the best quality sward, 
contains a blend of perennial 
ryegrasses, Timothy and white 
clover,  designed to deliver a 
long lasting ley that constantly 
delivers excellent results for beef 
enterprises.

Short-term, highly 
productive Italian

Medium-term high 
protein cutting ley 

HIGH D

BARForage

PROTEIN

BARForage

 - Ideal for maximum production

 - Will produce up to six cuts a 
year under high N systems

 - Grows at temperatures as low as 
3°C so the farm must be able to 
make use of this early growth.

 - Up to four cuts of high protein 
forage with grazing option

 - Yields up to 16t DM/ha in first 
year with little or no N inputs

 - Ideal for maximising home-
grown protein production

 - Residual Nitrogen will benefit 
subsequent crops - ideal for beef 
finisher in arable rotation.

Red and white 
clover mixture

ENSIGN
DUET 

BARForage

DUET

 - The addition of the red and 
white clover into a beef system 
maximises clover output.

 - Red clover establishes rapidly 
for the initial year’s production 
and the white clover content is 
established by the time the red 
clover content is decreasing.

GRASS MANAGEMENT

Few farmers would rely on genetics from the past for livestock breeding but many stick with the 
same grass seed varieties and mixtures year after year - even if they aren’t getting the best results. 

Our grasses have shown an average improvement of 0.5% yield per annum over the last 20 years, 
highlighting the benefits we’re delivering to farmers nationwide.

65% of utilisable agricultural land in the UK is grassland with nearly 57% given over as permanent 
pasture.

Find out more about our quality mixtures designed for different areas.

WOULD YOU USE 
30 YEAR OLD 
ANIMAL GENETICS? 
THOUGHT NOT...
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MIXTURES FOR NORTHERN IRELANDMIXTURES FOR SCOTLAND

Extended grazing, 
and cutting

Long-term, low input, 
high output

LONG 
SEASON

BARForage

BARMIX

BARForage

 - A top quality, dual purpose 
mixture, which can be grazed 
and cut

 - Its excellent early season growth 
allows cattle to be turned out 
earlier, shortening the winter, 
and then, when grass growth 
produces a surplus, it can be 
cut to provide top quality silage, 
followed by either a second cut, 
or season-long grazing. 

 - Designed for clover based, low 
input, beef and sheep systems on 
more marginal land

 - Cocksfoot and tall fescue give 
excellent spring growth for 
lambing, calving and where 
early turnout is possible 

 - Can be grazed season-long 
or shut off for one-two cuts of 
silage.

Long-term grazing with 
cutting option

PERMANENT

BARForage

 - This mixture, designed to 
produce the best quality sward, 
contains a blend of perennial 
ryegrasses, Timothy and white 
clover,  designed to deliver a 
long lasting ley that constantly 
delivers excellent results for beef 
enterprises.

Short-term, highly 
productive Italian

Medium-term high 
protein cutting ley 

HIGH D

BARForage

PROTEIN

BARForage

 - Ideal for maximum production

 - Will produce up to six cuts a 
year under high N systems

 - Grows at temperatures as low as 
3°C so the farm must be able to 
make use of this early growth.

 - Up to four cuts of high protein 
forage with grazing option

 - Yields up to 16t DM/ha in first 
year with little or no N inputs

 - Ideal for maximising home-
grown protein production

 - Residual Nitrogen will benefit 
subsequent crops - ideal for beef 
finisher in arable rotation.

Red and white 
clover mixture

ENSIGN
DUET 

BARForage

DUET

 - The addition of the red and 
white clover into a beef system 
maximises clover output.

 - Red clover establishes rapidly 
for the initial year’s production 
and the white clover content is 
established by the time the red 
clover content is decreasing.

Flexible long-term 
grazing, and cutting

Long-term, low input, 
high output

HIGHLANDER

BARForage

BARMIX

BARForage

 - A top quality, dual purpose 
mixture with excellent early 
season growth allowing early 
turnout with the option for one or 
two silage or hay cuts or season-
long grazing.

 - Designed for clover based, low 
input, beef and sheep systems on 
more marginal land

 - Cocksfoot and tall fescue give 
excellent spring growth for 
lambing, calving and where 
early turnout is possible 

 - Can be grazed season-long 
or shut off for one-two cuts of 
silage.

Short-term, highly 
productive Italian

HIGH D

BARForage

 - Ideal for maximum production

 - Will produce up to six cuts a 
year under high N systems

 - Grows at temperatures as low as 
3°C so the farm must be able to 
make use of this early growth.

Medium-term high 
protein cutting ley 

PROTEIN

BARForage

 - Up to four cuts of high protein 
forage with grazing option

 - Yields up to 16t DM/ha in first 
year with little or no N inputs

 - Ideal for maximising home-
grown protein production

 - Residual Nitrogen will benefit 
subsequent crops - ideal for beef 
finisher in arable rotation.

Red and white 
clover mixture

ENSIGN
DUET 

BARForage

DUET

 - The addition of the red and 
white clover into a beef system 
maximises clover output

 - Red clover establishes rapidly 
for the initial year’s production 
and the white clover content is 
established by the time the red 
clover content is decreasing.




