
We talked with Fred Lambert one of the founders of Landbitz. 

How did the idea of a platform that connects landowners and detectors come about? 

One of the most common, perhaps the most common, problem for detectorists is finding ground where 

they can search on. Often, even if you find the ideal terrain the owner may live 20 kilometers away and 

you don’t know whom to contact. There are also those detectorists that are more introverted and are 

not comfortable in just showing up at a farm without notice asking for permission to search. 

While some landowners are not open to the idea of having strangers on their land, many other on the 

other hand are perfectly happy to have people who practicing a healthy hobby often help to discover 

much of the history of the place and in particular of that field. 

Landbitz connects exactly these two groups of people and what we are most proud of, in addition to the 

success in itself is to see the solid relationships that have been established thanks to our platform. 

Would you say that metal detecting is unfairly perceived negatively by landowners? 

Those who have had trespassers on their land with good reason have developed a natural consequent 

mistrust for any stranger wanting to be on their land. However these trespassers who invading private 

property act without respect, do not represent the metal detecting community which is an ever growing 

community of people with a deep respect for history, nature and the property of others. Metal 

detecting is growing exponentially and is practiced more and more by young people and above all men 

and women with common sense. It is precisely with this awareness in mind that Landbitz was born. 

If you would allow me, before ending this interview I would like to give some splendid examples in this 

regard. 

So, why should a landowner open their gates to strangers? 

The reasons are many as we are seeing in Northern Europe. 

For example, some landowners want to generate additional income, especially lately also due to the 

unexpected Coronavirus situation that has affected everyone. 

In other cases there are those who are genuinely interested in finding out more about the history of 

their field. 

There are also those who take advantage of this opportunity as a platform to promote their products, or 

their services in the case, for example, of B&Bs. 

The detectorists also clean away the garbage they find on the field, often avoiding that animals ingest, 

as it often happens, pieces of can injuring themselves. 

Not to be overlooked is the fact that the presence of authorized detectorists discourages intruders and 

act as a deterrent for fly-tippers. In several cases, authorized detectorists also helped livestock owners 

by informing them when an animal appeared to be injured, astray or ill. 

Finally, it is a way to socialize, stay connected and meet people and develop solid relationships. 

It is therefore for all these reasons that it is good to open as many gates as possible. 



Landbitz is absolutely free and I can't help but invite anyone to sign up. 

Each listing can be opened or closed at any time, so I am inviting anyone to just try it. 

Why should detectorists pay to search on fields where they might go for free? 

I want to make a premise and this is very important: Landbitz will not replace the current dynamics. That 

is simply not our goal. 

In the UK, there are many metal detecting clubs that have agreements with landowners and do an 

excellent job of maintaining stable and lasting relationships, and we admire and support that.  

 

If one wants to go knocking on doors until he finds a kind landowner who lets him metal detect he can 

obviously continue to do so.  

 

With Landbitz we just want to create an additional contact opportunity and not a paradigm shift. 

Landbitz it’s ‘on top of’, not ‘instead of’ and everyone will benefit by building a healthy community. 

Onto your question: landowners on Landbitz choose independently the formula and methods for 

opening their gates. 

Several landowners make their land available for free. Especially the people I mentioned earlier, those 

moved by the desire to know more about the history of their fields. Others may ask for a small donation 

for a local charity or church. 

Landbitz wants to create a solid community by connecting a healthy offer with a responsible demand.  

The commercial aspect is not pivotal for us. We are a group of passionate and responsible detectorists 

with a great desire to unite and develop healthy relationships. There is a need and we want to do our 

part. 

The small revenue we generate is used to bear the costs and keep the platform alive and sometimes 

improve its content based on the feedback we receive. 

You said you wanted to give us some virtuous examples related to metal detecting. 

Yes, thanks for this opportunity that I hope will serve to get rid of the detectorist's image as a sort of 

lone wolf or as a criminal who wanders at night. 

In several countries like in Italy, in the Netherlands and in the UK, there are volunteers associations 

whose members dedicate their time, energy and resources helping people find (emotionally) valuable 

lost items. These volunteers spend hours, often an entire day out there searching with their metal 

detectors helping a stranger in distress, for free. 

These generous and responsible people are also the sort of people that landowners will be connecting 

with through Landbitz. 


