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Notes for Guidance

You must keep an accurate and up-to-date herd register, if you do not this could lead to a loss of 
payment under CAP schemes and/or prosecution. If you already keep records, including electronic 
records, which meet the legal requirements and contain all the information that is covered by the 
herd register there is no need to keep this register as well. Please keep your register in a safe place. 
You are required to keep your herd register/records for 10 years from the end of the calendar year 
in which the last entry was made. Please complete your register/records in ink. Entries need to be 
completed by the following deadlines:

• 36 hours for movements on or off a holding.
• 7 days for the birth of a dairy animal.
• 30 days for the birth of cattle not in a dairy herd.
• 7 days for death.
• within 36 hours of replacing ear-tags.

You might find it easier to record the birth of a calf at the same time as applying the first tag.

Individual animal/movement record
You must record all additions to your herd, all movements on and off your holding, and all deaths on 
farm. Details of all cattle must be recorded. Movements of the same animal on and off the holding 
must appear on the same line. If you have a CTS link to another holding, you do not need to let BCMS 
know about movements to and from the linked location, but you must still record these movements 
in your records. You must start a new entry when an animal returns to the holding. You might find it 
easier to record male and female animals on separate pages or in different parts of the book.

• Column 1: include the old and new ear-tag numbers of re-identified animals (RT). Animals 
born (or imported from other countries within the EU) on or after 01/01/98 should not be  
re-identified. You must re-identify animals imported from countries that are not members of 
the EU with approved ear-tags.

• Column 2: enter the exact date of birth.
• Column 3: tick this box when you have notified BCMS of the birth.
• Column 4: use the ‘Official cattle breeds and codes’ on GOV.UK. 
• Column 5: use F for females and M for males including steers.
• Column 6: enter the ear-tag number of the dam and if relevant, the surrogate dam, for calves 

born on your holding. You don’t need to enter the sire’s ear-tag number but you might find it 
useful.

• Columns 7 and 8: complete for all cattle brought onto your holding, including CPH number 
(this can be found in the animals passport).

• Columns 9 and 10: complete for all cattle which leave your holding. If an animal dies on farm 
you need to show how it was disposed of, the date the carcase was moved, the name of the 
haulier, and where the carcase went.

• Column 11: tick this box when you have notified BCMS of the movement. Please note 
Scottish markets and abattoirs report movements on behalf of the keeper.

• Column 12 is for any notes of your own. 

Continuous herd record : running totals
The completion of this section is optional. You may find it useful to keep a running total of the cattle 
present on your holding.

Medicine record
Keeping medicine records is a statutory requirement. A section for veterinary medicinal records is 
provided at the back of this register, which can be used to record the acquisition, administration 
and disposal of veterinary medicines. If you already keep medicine records that meet the legal 
requirement, there is no need to keep this record as well. 
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All cattle 
One entry for each animal on your holding

Animals born  
into herd

Cattle moved
onto holding

Cattle moved off or died on 
holding
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movement
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For Herd 
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Date of birth

3
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of birth
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5
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(M  
or  
F)

6
Dam’s (and surrogate 
dam’s) ear-tag number

Optional: Sire identity 
number

7
Date of 

movement

8
Holding (or premises) 
from which moved and 
name and address or 
CPH of person from 
whom delivery taken

9
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All cattle 
One entry for each animal on your holding

Animals born  
into herd

Cattle moved
onto holding

Cattle moved off or died on 
holding

11
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BCMS 

of  
movement
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For Herd 
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3
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of birth

4
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5
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or  
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6
Dam’s (and surrogate 
dam’s) ear-tag number

Optional: Sire identity 
number

7
Date of 

movement

8
Holding (or premises) 
from which moved and 
name and address or 
CPH of person from 
whom delivery taken

9
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Holding (or premises) 
to which moved and 
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delivery
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All cattle 
One entry for each animal on your holding

Animals born  
into herd

Cattle moved
onto holding

Cattle moved off or died on 
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12
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F)

6
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dam’s) ear-tag number
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All cattle 
One entry for each animal on your holding

Animals born  
into herd

Cattle moved
onto holding

Cattle moved off or died on 
holding
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Notified 
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12
For Herd 
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6
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Optional: Sire identity 
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9
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All cattle 
One entry for each animal on your holding

Animals born  
into herd

Cattle moved
onto holding
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All cattle 
One entry for each animal on your holding
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Cattle moved
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All cattle 
One entry for each animal on your holding

Animals born  
into herd

Cattle moved
onto holding

Cattle moved off or died on 
holding

11
Notified 
BCMS 

of  
movement

12
For Herd 

owner’s use1
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Date of birth

3
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of birth

4

Breed

5
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or  
F)

6
Dam’s (and surrogate 
dam’s) ear-tag number
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8
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CPH of person from 
whom delivery taken
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All cattle 
One entry for each animal on your holding

Animals born  
into herd

Cattle moved
onto holding

Cattle moved off or died on 
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11
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of  
movement

12
For Herd 

owner’s use1
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Date of birth

3
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4
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5
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6
Dam’s (and surrogate 
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All cattle 
One entry for each animal on your holding

Animals born  
into herd

Cattle moved
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Cattle moved off or died on 
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3
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5
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dam’s) ear-tag number
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7
Date of 

movement

8
Holding (or premises) 
from which moved and 
name and address or 
CPH of person from 
whom delivery taken

9
Date of 

movement or 
death

10
Holding (or premises) 
to which moved and 
name and address or 
CPH of person taking 

delivery
D M Y D M Y D M Y On Off

Dam

Surr. dam
RT Sire

Dam

Surr. dam
RT Sire

Dam

Surr. dam
RT Sire

Dam

Surr. dam
RT Sire

Dam

Surr. dam
RT Sire

Dam

Surr. dam
RT Sire

Dam

Surr. dam
RT Sire

Dam

Surr. dam
RT Sire

Dam

Surr. dam
RT Sire

10

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77



All cattle 
One entry for each animal on your holding

Animals born  
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Cattle moved
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Cattle moved off or died on 
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All cattle 
One entry for each animal on your holding
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All cattle 
One entry for each animal on your holding
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into herd

Cattle moved
onto holding

Cattle moved off or died on 
holding

11
Notified 
BCMS 

of  
movement

12
For Herd 

owner’s use1

Ear-tag

2

Date of birth

3
Notified 
BCMS 
of birth

4

Breed

5
Sex
(M  
or  
F)

6
Dam’s (and surrogate 
dam’s) ear-tag number

Optional: Sire identity 
number

7
Date of 

movement

8
Holding (or premises) 
from which moved and 
name and address or 
CPH of person from 
whom delivery taken

9
Date of 

movement or 
death

10
Holding (or premises) 
to which moved and 
name and address or 
CPH of person taking 

delivery
D M Y D M Y D M Y On Off

Dam

Surr. dam
RT Sire

Dam

Surr. dam
RT Sire

Dam

Surr. dam
RT Sire

Dam

Surr. dam
RT Sire

Dam

Surr. dam
RT Sire

Dam

Surr. dam
RT Sire

Dam

Surr. dam
RT Sire

Dam

Surr. dam
RT Sire

Dam

Surr. dam
RT Sire

13

96

97

98

99

100

101

102

103

104

96

97

98

99

100

101

102

103

104



All cattle 
One entry for each animal on your holding

Animals born  
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All cattle 
One entry for each animal on your holding
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All cattle 
One entry for each animal on your holding
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All cattle 
One entry for each animal on your holding
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Continuous herd record
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heifers at least six 

months old but less 
than 24 months old

Suckler and dairy cows and all male  
cattle and heifers at least 24 months old

Date

(a)

TOTAL CATTLE
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Veterinary medicine acquisition record

1
Date of veterinary 

medicines acquired

2
Name of veterinary 

medicine

3
Quantity 
acquired

4
Batch 

number

5
Expiry date*

6
Supplier details

*For information purposes only
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Veterinary medicine administration record

1
Date of 

administration

2
Supplier of

veterinary medicine  
(name and address)*

3
Name of medicine and 

withdrawal period

4
Batch number*

*For information purposes only
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Disposal of veterinary medicine record

1
Name of medicine
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Batch number*

3
Date of
disposal

4
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product involved

5
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it was disposed of

*For information purposes only
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Keeping veterinary medicinal records is a statutory requirement.

The keeper of a food-producing animal must keep the following records:

• Proof of purchase of all veterinary medicinal products acquired for the animal. If the products 
were not bought, a record of how they were acquired must be kept. 

• Records of administration, including administration by a veterinary surgeon.
• Records of disposal other than by treating an animal. 

The above records must be kept for at least five years following the administration, or other 
disposal of the product, even if the animal concerned is no longer kept by the keeper or has been 
slaughtered or died during that period. 

For more information about the Veterinary Medicine Regulations and what you need to do to meet 
the regulations, please contact your local Animal Health office. You can also find more information 
on the Animal Health website at www.gov.uk/apha and the Veterinary Medicines Directorate at 
vmd.defra.gov.uk



Further copies of this register and the Welsh version are available from –

The British Cattle Movement Service
General:    0345 050 1234
Welsh language: 0345 050 3456
www.gov.uk/rpa

Divisional Offices in Wales
Caernarfon    01286 674144
Carmarthen    01267 225300 
Llandrindod Wells  01597 823777
wales.gov.uk

Scottish Government RPID Area Offices
home.scotland.gov.uk
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	Keeping veterinary medicinal records is a statutory requirement.
	Keeping veterinary medicinal records is a statutory requirement.
	The keeper of a food-producing animal must keep the following records:
	The keeper of a food-producing animal must keep the following records:

	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Proof of purchase of all veterinary medicinal products acquired for the animal. If the products 
	Proof of purchase of all veterinary medicinal products acquired for the animal. If the products 
	were not bought, a record of how they were acquired must be kept. 


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Records of administration, including administration by a veterinary surgeon.
	Records of administration, including administration by a veterinary surgeon.


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Records of disposal other than by treating an animal. 
	Records of disposal other than by treating an animal. 



	The above records must be kept for at least five years following the administration, or other 
	The above records must be kept for at least five years following the administration, or other 
	disposal of the product, even if the animal concerned is no longer kept by the keeper or has been 
	slaughtered or died during that period. 

	For more information about the Veterinary Medicine Regulations and what you need to do to meet 
	For more information about the Veterinary Medicine Regulations and what you need to do to meet 
	the regulations, please contact your local Animal Health office. You can also find more information 
	on the Animal Health website at www.gov.uk/apha and the Veterinary Medicines Directorate at 
	vmd.defra.gov.uk
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	Further copies of this register and the Welsh version are available from –
	Further copies of this register and the Welsh version are available from –
	The British Cattle Movement Service
	General:    0345 050 1234
	Welsh language: 0345 050 3456
	www.gov.uk/rpa
	Divisional Offices in Wales
	Caernarfon    01286 674144
	Carmarthen    01267 225300 
	Llandrindod Wells  01597 823777
	wales.gov.uk
	Scottish Government RPID Area Offices
	home.scotland.gov.uk





