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1.  What Is COP26 and Why Should You Get Involved?

The planet is at breaking point but you can help influence the minds of the future.

We live in a world that is still coming to terms with the environmental crisis of climate change that is unfolding 
before it. Our children are witnessing a world in transition: from a past and present full of fossil fuels, deforestation, 
hunting, habitat destruction and pollution to a future aiming for sustainability and zero carbon.

As a teacher, you are leading and inspiring the generation of young people in education today. You have the power 
and responsibility to equip our children with the knowledge, skills and courage to overcome the challenges of 
climate change and to shape the world into one in which the human race can live in harmony with the planet it 
calls home.

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) had this same vision when it set up 
an annual Conference of the Parties (COP) involving almost every country in the world. The COP gathers world 
leaders and their teams together to discuss and agree on actions to address climate change. 

Along with observer organisations, such as UN agencies, environmental organisations, climate experts, 
international companies, youth groups, trade unions, indigenous peoples, farmers, faith groups and many more, 
these 197 parties will soon gather at the 26th of these conferences. COP26 will take place in Glasgow’s SEC, 
between 1st and 12th November 2021, and this could truly mark a turning point for the world as we know it.

We want you to be on board. Only by teaching our children about climate change, its causes and effects and the 
significance of COP26 can we empower them to spread the message and effect change as they become the 
decision makers of the future. 

COP26COP26
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Whole-School Approach

Take Action Make Changes Send Ripples Go Carbon Zero

Schools hold a special position in the lives of pupils and communities, meaning that they have the power to help 
shape the future. They can take real action on the biggest issues of our time. What happens in school doesn’t 
stay there – it influences wider society and the planet itself, helping in the fight against climate change and 
biodiversity loss. By taking action as a school, you can speak out with a much louder voice than as individuals 
to engage local decision makers and businesses. You can also make changes that lower the carbon footprint of 
the school – which has a much greater impact than changes you might make as an individual or at home. The 
changes that a school makes are seen by the thousands of people connected to a school community and can 
send ripples of positive change across society.

• culture

• curriculum

• campus

• community
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2.  How Can We Prepare and Protect Our Young People?
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To avoid causing anxiety and hopelessness, don’t just talk about climate change.

Think HEAR:

•  Hope

•  Empathy 

•  Action 

•  Relevance 

Hope: it is important to focus on hope to avoid eco-anxiety but also because there is cause for hope. That 
message is much more engaging and motivating for young people and gives them a better sense of how they 
can be part of shaping the future. 

Empathy: consider the particular circumstances of your students. They may be prone to anxiety or may identify 
aspects of their family’s lifestyle that are not conducive to sustainability. Don’t focus on individual responsibility 
or blame – especially if this might cause some students to feel guilty or ashamed for family behaviours that they 
have no control over.

Action: one of the best ways to make hope feel grounded in reality, and to counter feelings of helplessness, is 
to show what can be done. It’s fine to give some examples of lifestyle changes if they are within your students’ 
power to change but don’t shy away from saying that it is leaders who need to act. Remind children that their 
voices can be drivers of change, especially when they are in unison. Changes to school practice, or having an 
influence via your local MP,  are most effective. 

Relevance: the issues can seem far off and the actions, therefore, irrelevant so ensure you stress that climate 
change affects everyone and everyone has a role to play. Our children’s future will be this new world and by being 
prepared now, they can have the best possible opportunities. 

concerned

ECO-ANXIETY

alarmed

helpless

my responsibility
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While climate change needs action, the key message to get across to children is that there are positive solutions 
to the problems and that, though all humans can contribute to tackling the issues, it is not the responsibility of 
any one individual, school, family or community to fix this problem.

‘People all over the world are working hard in many different ways to tackle climate change and make the 
world a better place – you can all be part of that journey.’

To support the mental health and wellbeing of young people and avoid the development of eco-anxiety, reinforce 
the idea that the future will look different to the world we live in now and that this could be a positive change. 
Remind children that we are global citizens and we all have the opportunity to help shape the future of this new 
world we must build. Along with this, there will be new windows of opportunity:

Innovation Technology Creativity Exploration

Help children and young people to see that the world of the future can be rebuilt to allow for social justice, 
diversity, equality, respect for nature and for life.

Providing examples that are less representative of activists (such as Greta Thunberg) or protestors and more 
like the story of Bren Smith, who changed his profession from cod fisherman to ‘regenerative ocean farmer’, may 
ease the pressure on young people feeling they are not doing ‘enough’. It may also help them to understand how 
one person can make a change that impacts positively on the world. 

3.  Three-Stage Process: Presentation, Mini COP Summit and Action Planning Workshop

Included within this pack are all the resources you will need to introduce and reinforce the significance of climate 
change, COP26 and the role of schools in shaping the future.

Presentation
This is a detailed walkthrough of COP26 to share with children to give them a significant understanding of the 
key points: where, when, who, what and why. This could be shared with a class, phase or even the whole school 
to introduce the topic and would work as a lesson presentation or assembly. Supporting teacher guidance on 
climate change and the key points relating to COP26 is provided in this Teacher’s Guide. This will support you in 
expanding on the points made in the presentation or answering questions raised by young people.

While climate change needs action, the key message to get across to children is that there are positive solutions 
to the problems and that, though all humans can contribute to tackling the issues, it is not the responsibility of 
any one individual, school, family or community to fix this problem.
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Mini COP Summit
Use the fact sheets and discussion cards to guide children through their own mini COP summit.

•  Fact Sheets 
These are packed full of facts about each of the key climate issue areas and will give children enough 
information to understand the wider topic of climate change as they hold their mini COP summit. The 
fact sheets will also provide a good opportunity for children to develop their reading skills and could be 
used either independently, in paired activities or small groups, prior to exploring the discussion cards.

•  Discussion Cards 
These feature key facts about the effects of climate change and the actions necessary to address 
these. Each card will also provide a thinking or discussion point to support children in considering 
these issues. It may be best to use these after or alongside reading of the fact sheets so children will 
be equipped with enough information to support their thinking. These will work well in both small-group 
and whole-class mini COP summit sessions.

‘Our School’s Promise To The Planet’ Action Planning Workshop’

Workshop Guide 
Through this workshop, students will reflect on the issues and solutions arising from the 
Mini COP Summit Lesson and come up with a personal action plan and a manifesto 
for change to help them decide what #PromiseToThePlanet can be made by 
your school. 

Small-Group Discussion  
Split the children into small groups to discuss the focus areas below. For 
each, they should consider individual actions that they could take and 
policies and practices of the school that could be improved.

Ask the children to note down five things that they feel they can commit to 
doing that will contribute to a sustainable future. They don’t all have to be 
changes to their own lifestyle – using their voices to call for a change at the 
school, community or national level is important too. Ask them to jot down their 
#PromiseToThePlanet.
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Focus Areas for Discussion
Food
• Catering policy (less meat and dairy, sustainable seafood, deforestation free)

• Growing food in the school grounds

Energy
• How could less electricity be used?

• Is it clean energy? Think about switching supplier.

• How could less heat be wasted?

Biodiversity/Nature
• Do we know what is in the school grounds? Conduct a biodiversity survey with the Seek by iNaturalist app.

• How much habitat for wildlife is there and could more be created?

• Plant wildflowers and trees. Leave verges and field edges untrimmed.

• Give wildlife a home (pond, trees, bug hotel, dead wood, etc.), safe passage (holes in fences, field edges, etc.) 
and food (bird feeders, wildflowers).

Travel (Air Quality)
• Walking and cycling clubs

• Lift sharing

• ‘No idling’ zones

Rubbish
• Campaign to reduce single-use plastic

• Recycling and water bottle refill points

Sustainable Materials
• Sustainably certified paper and forest products

• Fewer handouts

Ask the children to consider:

WHAT needs to change?

WHY is it important?

WHO needs to be persuaded to make the change?

HOW can you reach and persuade them?
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Whole-Class Feedback and Discussion
Invite each group to present one suggestion for the manifesto, answer any questions and receive feedback. 
Then, hold a vote on which suggestions to include. Decide before starting whether a majority vote is sufficient 
or if it needs to be unanimous.

Draw up your school’s Promise To The Planet together. 
Children can record their own promises on the COP26 
Promise to the Planet Activity here: https://www.wwf.
org.uk/get-involved/schools/forest-of-promises

If you would like to share the outcomes of your workshop, 
you can share your #PromiseToThePlanet and message 
to world leaders by entering it at https://www.scouts.
org.uk/about-us/help-others/promise-to-the-planet/

Young people’s voices will be amplified across the UK by 
taking these messages to COP26 in Glasgow.

Tailoring the Content to Your Fit Your Timetable
Here are some suggestions for how you can use our content to best effect with whatever time that you have.

30 minutes

One Lesson

If you are limited on time, you are still able to expand children’s understanding about climate change and 
the upcoming COP26 conference with our COP26 Our Climate Our Future PowerPoint. It’s packed full of 
vital information and facts to teach pupils all about one of the most important climate change summits in 
the world.

Give the children the key information about climate change and the aims of the conference with our COP26 
Our Climate Our Future PowerPoint.

Build on the children’s understanding using these fantastic discussion cards. These cards ask questions 
and give children information that will support group or class discussions about climate change, global 
warming and how they can help to reduce the effect of these.

UKS2 PowerPointLKS2 PowerPointKS1 PowerPoint

KS1 Discussion Cards LKS2 Discussion Cards UKS2 Discussion Cards

Page 6 of 7

https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-involved/schools/forest-of-promises
https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-involved/schools/forest-of-promises
https://www.scouts.org.uk/about-us/help-others/promise-to-the-planet/
https://www.scouts.org.uk/about-us/help-others/promise-to-the-planet/
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/cop26-lesson-powerpoint-our-planet-our-future-ages-9-11-t-tp-2682420
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/cop26-lesson-powerpoint-our-planet-our-future-ages-7-9-t-sc-2550937
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/cop26-lesson-powerpoint-our-planet-our-future-ages-5-7-t-tp-2682249
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/cop26-discussion-cards-ages-5-7-t-sc-1628130162
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/cop26-discussion-cards-ages-7-9-t-g-908
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/cop26-discussion-cards-ages-9-11-t-sc-1628083407


visit twinkl.com

One Day

Start the day by introducing children to the COP26 conference with our COP26 Our Climate Our Future 
PowerPoint. It’s packed full of vital information and facts to teach pupils all about one of the most important 
climate change summits in the world.

Expand the children’s understanding using these Climate Change Fact Sheets. Your learners will discover 
interesting information about global warming and the importance of sustainability for the future of our 
planet, while developing their reading and comprehension skills.

Build on the children’s understanding and develop discussion using the discussion cards. These can be 
used to hold a mini summit and give children an example of the conversations that will be taking place at 
the conference.

KS1 Fact Sheets LKS2 Fact Sheets UKS2 Fact Sheets
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